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Lincoln Bicentennial Book to be Released

          On April 15, 1837, a tall, angular young man with lean, already furrowed cheeks and sad gray eyes walked into the general store in Springfield, Illinois and laid on the counter of pair of saddle bags which he carried in his long arm.  He asked the young owner of the store the price of a mattress, blankets, sheets, coverlid, and a pillow for a single bed.  The storeowner calculated the items at seventeen dollars.  The young man replied:  “It is perhaps cheap enough, but small as it is, I am unable to pay it.  If you will credit me until Christmas, I will pay you then, if I do well; but if I do not, I may never be able to pay you.”

     It is under these austere conditions that the meeting and subsequent friendship of these two young men took place, forging a bond that would not only last a lifetime but shape a nation torn by civil war.

     Lincoln’s dependence on brothers Joshua and James Speed, also from Kentucky, would grow to new heights and facets.  Using their political and business influences, they were trusted confidants in Lincoln’s struggle to walk that delicate tightrope that was Kentucky.  Smuggling weapons into the state, serving as his Attorney General and even continuing the campaign for equality for blacks after Lincoln’s death.

      This book will reveal the never-told story of perhaps Lincoln’s closest companions and their alliance that helped preserve the nation.

     Published by Acclaim Press, Lincoln and the Speeds: The Untold Story of a Devoted and Enduring Friendship by Bryan S. Bush is scheduled for release in March.
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